April 2020

We are a family of Christians raising children in Christian faith.

From Our Pastor
Dear St. John Members and Friends,
The world as we knew it has changed forever as we live through the current pandemic, and it is my hope and prayer
in writing this that you have been able to stay connected with family, friends, and with the St. John community.
This newsletter is being provided to give you updates and opportunities for the month of April, as we continue under
the stay-at-home order and are unable to worship and meet in person. St. John’s staff and leadership will continue to
provide ways for everyone to stay connected.
Please don’t hesitate to reach out with questions, or if you are in need of help, by calling or emailing the office (847255-6687/office@stjah.org) or reaching out directly to Pastor Michael (330-705-3383/mjones@stjah.org). We’re
available to help!
May God’s peace be with you in this stressful time,
Pastor Michael

From Our Moderator Connie Wayman
I hope that everyone is coping with Illinois’ “stay at home” order. For
those who can work from home, finding creative ways to get your job done can be a challenge with family underfoot.
For those who must go to work, stay safe as you travel about. It can be difficult maintaining a 6-foot social distance
barrier, even while grocery shopping.
The Church Council and Committees continue to meet online using Zoom virtual meetings. This is an interesting process and we are all grateful to have it as an option.
We have a new mailbox outside thanks to Wally Schultz, so you can be sure your donation checks are getting to the
church. Online and text donations are automatically deposited.
Thank you to Kathy Winters and Michelle Johns for organizing the emergency sign-ups for PADS for the beginning of
April and to everyone donating goods.
As we adjust to these new norms, please consider reaching out to our members who do not have email/internet
access. While Pastor Michael has created our online services and interesting programs to keep our membership connected and enriched each week, some may feel left out of the loop. A quick call just to check in and chat is always
welcome.
Stay healthy, wash those hands and remember that this will pass someday.
Until then, try not to go stir crazy.
Connie Wayman

Sunday Morning Worship Services Online
Throughout the month of April, we will continue to offer videos of Sunday morning worship
services online. If you are on St. John’s email
list, you should receive a link every Sunday
morning to the worship service.
Here’s how to find the worship service:
1. Check your email if you’re on the St. John
email list on Sunday morning and there
should be a link to the worship video for
that Sunday.
2. Go to our website – www.stjah.org – and
click on the “SERMONS” tab. Online worship videos will be posted there.
3. Go to our Vimeo page – vimeo.com/stjah –
where you will find past sermons/worship
videos and the most current video. If you
check this page on a Sunday morning the
new worship video will be there.
4. Go to our St. John’s Facebook page –
https://www.facebook.com/stjohnuccah/ –
and you will find the video shared on Sunday mornings.

Idea to Help One Another: We have many
members who do not have internet and cannot watch the worship service videos. Would
you be willing to ask someone who doesn’t
have internet if they’d want to listen to the
worship service video over the phone? You can
hold your phone to the video for them and
they’ll hear the audio. Just a thought.
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Pastoral Care
If you or someone you know is in need of someone to talk to during this time, please contact Pastor Michael (mjones@stjah.org / 330-705-3383). If you or someone you know of is sick and would like prayer or
guidance, please contact Pastor Michael. Pastor Michael and our Called to Care Team are contacting our
members to check in, and many in the congregation are reaching out to one another to stay connected. If
you are in need of anything, please don’t hesitate to let us know.

Keeping Connected
We’ve been sending out congregational emails regularly with what’s
happening each week and what opportunities there are for staying connected. Most meetings and gatherings are being offered via Zoom,
which is a video conferencing service. Remember you can call in to any
meeting using only your phone without internet.

We’ve already had church meetings, Bible studies, a Learning and
Growing session on St. John’s Stained Glass Windows, and a “Journaling
Through Adversity” session led by Laura Santi. And yes, all of this was
online!
Here’s what’s happening in April:
Tuesdays (April 7, 14, 21, 28) @ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study with Pastor Michael. This isn't your typical Bible
study! We talk, laugh, read, and relate stories in the Bible to our lives and what's happening in the world.
Right now we're reading in the Gospel of John.
If you’d like to join by video via tablet, computer, or smart phone use this link: https://zoom.us/j/742907702.
The Meeting ID is 742 907 702.

If you would like to call in using phone only, call 1-312-626-6799, and
enter the meeting ID when prompted: 742 907 702.
Tuesday, April 14 @ 7:00 P.M. St. John Church Council
Wednesdays (April 8, 15, 22, 29) @ 10:00 A.M. St. John UCC Goes to the
Movies: Many of us have watched more movies and TV shows in the
past three weeks than we normally do in a year. Why not use some of
that viewing as a way to reflect on our faith and life as Christians? Each
week Paris Donehoo will lead a discussion about a film to learn what it
says about popular culture, its worldview, and a Christian’s place in it.
This week’s movie will be Star Wars (any or all of the nine films).

If you’d like to join by video via tablet, computer, or smart phone use this link:
https://zoom.us/j/926210508
Meeting ID: 926 210 508
If you would like to call in using phone only, call 1-312-626-6799, and enter the meeting ID when prompted:
926 210 508.
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Holy Week @ St. John Online!
Even though we’ll all be in our homes, we can still walk through the holiest week of the church year together!
Holy Week is the week we remember the last week of Jesus’ life before he was put to death unjustly. It may
seem odd that we hold such events with reverence, but we do so as a reminder of the darkness and injustices
in our world which work to undermine God’s work and love, and how the story ends: Resurrection!
Palm Sunday Sunday, April 5 Watch our Palm Sunday
worship video online. There will be an opportunity for
you to wave something as you would wave a palm
branch in church! You can wave a branch or leaf from a
plant in your house, a piece of paper, or whatever you
choose, including your hands!

Maundy Thursday Thursday, April 9 @ 10:00 A.M. or
7:00 P.M. On Maundy Thursday, we remember the
night that Jesus ate with his disciples at the Last Supper.
He was betrayed and arrested that night. We remember
this night for these reasons, but also for the fact that we
participate in this sacred meal with Jesus every time we
have Holy Communion. Join Pastor Michael via Zoom for
a short and interactive time together. We’ll discuss what
happened that night, Jesus’ relationship with his disciples and community, and Holy Communion. There will
be prayer, discussion, and community.
If you’d like to join by video via tablet, computer, or
smart phone use this link: https://zoom.us/j/897440197
Meeting ID: 897 440 197
If you would like to call in using phone only, call 1-312626-6799, and enter the meeting ID when prompted:
897 440 197.

Good Friday Friday, April 10 is perhaps the saddest and
yet most meaningful day of Holy Week, as on it we remember Jesus’ crucifixion and death. The Christian story
has always held that although Jesus’ death was tragic, it
also had a purpose. Watch your email, our website,
and/or our Facebook page for a Good Friday worship
video that you can watch at home to remember this
day. We’ll hear the story, be in prayer, and reflect on
the cross.
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Easter Sunday!
Easter Sunday! Sunday, April 12 We’ll likely never forget this Easter, spent at home, but be assured that St. John
will provide an Easter Sunday worship video that will be celebratory and uplifting! Join us on Easter Sunday as we
celebrate the resurrected Christ!
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GIVING to St. John
Thank you for your continued financial support of St. John.
There are three ways to give to St. John during this time of
not being in-person for worship:
1. Giving Online: Go to www.stjah.org and click the “GIVE”
tab at the top of the page. Once on the Give page, click on
“DONATE NOW.” Consider signing up for recurring giving.
It makes it easy and helps the church plan.
2. Give via text: Text the amount you want to give to 833910-2057 and follow the directions from there. It’s safe,
quick, and easy!
3. Give by mail: Mail your gift to St. John UCC, 308 N. Evergreen Ave., Arlington Heights, IL 60004.

Watching Worship Online
Some of our families have been watching St. John’s Worship videos in a big way at home!
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New Website
In the next few weeks we will be debuting St. John’s new website, which will be easier to use and more
interactive for members and visitors. We’ll still have our same web address – www. stjah.org – and you’ll
be able to find worship videos, newsletters, bulletins, announcements, and more. We’ll keep you updated
as to when the new site launches.

St. John Facilities Update
The St. John church building is closed at this time. Staff members
and leadership are periodically entering the church to get the mail,
send out communications to members and friends, pay bills, check
on the building, and do essential tasks like payroll, etc. There are
no office hours at this time as all staff are working from home. If
you have any questions related to the church building, please contact the office: office@stjah.org / 847-255-6687.

April Birthdays
2nd
3rd
4th

Janet Landeweer
Katie Payne
Madison Fee

5th
7th
8th

Zack Kurka, Isa Zielinski
Reese Delahanty, Dakota Gutterman, Calianna Harb
Michael Styzek

9th
12th
13th

Jonathan Temple
Jane Olszowka
Samuel Robinson, Rae Roche

14th
15th
16th
17th

Heather Kane
Paul Giambarberee
Ed Hong, Gloria Vogel
Adam Martin

18th

Aaliyah Harb

19th
20th
21st
22nd
23rd

Erik Disch
Leslie Christensen, Lisa Doty, April Swenson
Eloise Berg, Brian Fee, Jennifer Wieczorek
Daniel Burkhardt, Roberta Morand
Carol Heiberger

24th

Logan Goto, Cody Larson

27th

Don Riemer

28th

Marie Shurson

30th

Anthony Wardecki
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Contact Us

Staff

St. John United Church of
Christ
308 N. Evergreen Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL
60004

Rev. Michael D. Jones, Pastor – mjones@stjah.org

www.stjah.org
office@stjah.org

Linda Styzek, Pianist

facebook.com/
stjohnuccah twitter.com/
stjohnuccah
instagram.com/stjohnucc
Office: 847.255.6687
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Monday – Friday

Janice Gilligan, Church Administrator – office@stjah.org
Gabby Slonke, Director of Children’s Ministries – gslonke@stjah.org
Dr. J. Paul Cochran, Organist

Alberto Mantovano, Choir Director
Carin Zachar, Bell Director

ST. JOHN UCC OPEN & AFFIRMING STATEMENT
The congregation of St. John United Church of Christ rejoices that our
community of faith is strengthened by diversity. We declare ourselves to
be an open and affirming congregation, extending God’s extravagant
welcome to all people regardless of culture, economic status, age, sex,
ethnicity, race, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression,
marital status, or physical/mental condition. We invite everyone to join
our journey of faith and participate fully in the life of our congregation.

St. John United Church of Christ

PLEASE
PLACE
STAMP
HERE

308 N. Evergreen Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
Phone: 847-255-6687
E-mail: office@stjah.org

Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3
Mailing Address Line 4
Mailing Address Line 5

YOUR LOGO HERE

