We are a family of Christians raising children in Christian faith.

From Our Pastor

June 2020

Dear St. John Members and Friends,
The last two-and-a-half months have been unlike anything most of us have experienced in our lives. What we
were used to as the regular schedules of our lives quickly came to a standstill as we all adhered to our state’s stay
-at-home order, hoping that we would protect ourselves and one another from COVID-19.
Despite the fact that most of us live in similar communities and have some shared experiences, we are all impacted by this pandemic in different ways. Some of us have been less impacted by the economic consequences of this
pandemic, while others have lost their jobs and income. Some have known family or friends who have become
sick, and some don’t know anyone who has been affected. Some have experienced the loss of loved ones or
friends from the virus, while many of us only see the numbers in the news.
This pandemic has taught us all many new life lessons, but one that I have been most aware of in the last few
weeks is how you, the people of St. John, have been so supportive and caring with one another, despite differing
experiences through this time. We, as a spiritual community and church, have been generous in our care and
concern for one another, our desire to stay connected even virtually, and our support of our church. The ways
that we have connected to one another and cared for one another have been inspiring and have brought hope to
many. I am truly grateful to be part of St. John during this time.
You may be wondering: “When will St. John’s building reopen?” Our leadership in Council and our Committees
are working on a reopening plan, but we are being cautious as we consider when that may happen. The goal will
always be to keep everyone as safe as possible while adhering to the recommendations of our governing authorities as well as the scientific community. As you may have heard in our Virtual Town Hall meeting on May 31 or in
other correspondence, as much as we would like to be back in church worshiping together, we will wait until we
are certain we can do so safely for all of our members, especially the most vulnerable. We will keep you updated
as to the plans that are being developed, and please know that St. John’s leadership is thoughtfully considering
which path forward is best for our community.
Throughout the season of Easter we worshiped via video and focused in sermons on our ability, as the church, to
be “Community Anywhere.” While right now we are not worshiping in person in our sanctuary, St. John never
closed! We have adapted to new ways of worshiping and connecting in order to keep one another safe, and in
this time we’ve discovered more about who we are as a church. The financial support that you have continued to
give throughout this time has been generous and filled with love. Your care for one another and desire to stay
connected has continued to reveal your true character and faith. Your gratitude towards our talented musicians
and all of those who are participating in our video worship services has been uplifting. And, your genuine concern
for the health of everyone in our community is exactly what we all need in this time.
So, what’s next for St. John? I believe the possibilities are endless. God is already using this time to help us to see
who we are as a community rooted in love.
With gratitude,
Pastor Michael

From Our Moderator Connie Wayman
Our Mission Statement has a sentence that states, “In a constantly changing world, St. John will change
with the times.” When we wrote that, I don’t think any of us contemplated it would mean shutting
down our church building, missing in-person Easter services, virtual Bible Study and countless Zoom
meetings while under stay-at-home orders. But it has, and we have changed with the times, if only
temporarily.
We held our last in-person worship on March 15th. Pastor Michael created an online service for the following Sunday. With the assistance of our music committee and Alberto Mantovano, services have
continued with participation from worship band, orchestra and scripture readers. I am grateful for all
the hard work put into these services.

The Council, Governing Committees and the Capital Campaign Committee have held 13 meetings via
“Zoom,” and will continue in this manner.
We have also become accustomed to virtual versions of Bible Study, Book Club, Check-In, Sunday
School, St. John Goes to the Movies, and Coffee Hour. While many of us attend online, some members
can only attend via phone. Although it’s not the same as seeing people’s faces, we hope the connection
is still there.
While we have lost expected income from the Village Preschool and the Taoist Tai Chi Society, we still
receive a reduced amount from the Love of Jesus Mission Church. We are responding to requests for
refunds on prepaid parking as they come in.

Pastor Michael, Kathie Schultz and I have attended many webinars getting the latest information regarding the Federal Government’s Payment Protection Program (PPP) loan process. We applied for and
received a PPP loan to allow us to continue paying staff while navigating the uncertainty of our situation. Based on the regulations, we do not anticipate that we will need to pay back the loan.
Connie Wayman
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Letter to Congregation
May 24, 2020
Dear St. John Members and Friends,
The last week has brought many different messages on reopening churches from our state and local
authorities, as well as from the federal government. As we consider what it will look like to reopen, let
me remind you that St. John never closed. Yes, our building has been closed for the safety of everyone,
especially our most vulnerable members, but we never stopped being the church and a community
rooted in God’s love. St. John is not just a building, it’s the people in our community; it’s all of us.
St. John’s leadership is currently drafting a reopening plan and we are considering when and how we
will be able to safely return to worship in our sanctuary and building. The time is not now and possibly
not as soon as we would all like it to be. The scientific data on the spread of COVID-19 still suggests
that large gatherings still contain a heightened risk for all present. There is still too much at stake. Until
we can gather safely in numbers that allow us to feel we are “in community” with one another, we will
continue to offer worship videos every Sunday, along with opportunities for virtual connections
throughout the week.
Please join our leadership for discussion on this topic and all that’s happening with St. John during this
time for a Virtual Town Hall meeting on May 31, and contact Moderator Connie Wayman
(moderator@stjah.org) or Pastor Michael (mjones@stjah.org) if you have questions.
Together we will continue to seek your input and God’s guidance in all decisions that will eventually
lead us to worshiping in person together again. Until that day, please recognize our desire to keep everyone healthy and safe during this time.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Michael
Connie Wayman
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Sunday Morning Worship Services Online

Throughout the month of June, we will continue to offer videos of Sunday morning worship
services online. If you are on St. John’s email list, you should receive a link every Sunday morning to the worship service.
Here’s how to find the worship service:
1. Check your email if you’re on the St. John email list on Sunday morning and there should
be a link to the worship video for that Sunday.
2. Go to our website – www.stjah.org – and scroll down on the homepage and you’ll see our
worship videos.
3. Go to our Vimeo page – vimeo.com/stjah – where you will find past sermons/worship videos and the most current video. If you check this page on a Sunday morning the new worship video will be there.
4. Go to our St. John’s Facebook page – https://www.facebook.com/stjohnuccah/ – and you
will find the video shared on Sunday mornings.

St. John has launched a new website!
The address is still the same www.stjah.org - but the content is new
and updated. It's easy to use and has a
lot of great information about our
church. Worship videos will be available each Sunday on the homepage, and
past bulletins and newsletters are available, too. Check it out and let friends and
family know that they can find out more
about St. John through our website.
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Pastoral Care
If you or someone you know is in need of someone to talk to during this time, please contact
Pastor Michael (mjones@stjah.org / 330-705-3383). If you or someone you know of is sick and
would like prayer or guidance, please contact Pastor Michael. Pastor Michael and our Called to
Care Team are contacting our members to check in, and many in the congregation are reaching out to one another to stay connected. If you are in need of anything, please don’t hesitate
to let us know.

Keeping Connected
We’ve been sending out congregational emails regularly with what’s happening each week
and what opportunities there are for staying connected. Most meetings and gatherings are
being offered via Zoom, which is a video conferencing service. Remember you can call in to
any meeting using only your phone without internet.
ANYONE and EVERYONE can be part of a Zoom meeting! We've had some questions recently
about Zoom and how to join meetings. A common misunderstanding is that you cannot join
unless you have internet and a computer/tablet/smartphone. This isn't true! Anyone who has
a phone, any kind of phone, can join one of the Zoom gatherings that St. John is hosting. In the
instructions for Zoom in our announcements, you'll see an option that says: "Dial-in Option".
All you have to do is call the phone number on your phone and enter the meeting ID when it
asks you to. It's that simple! We have many people joining Bible studies, St. John at the movies
through their phones. You won't be able to see the video, but you'll be able to hear and participate in everything!
Here’s what’s happening in June:
St. John Virtual Coffee Hour! Sundays at
11:00 A.M., we're inviting you to join in on
discussion to see familiar faces and hear
familiar voices of all of your St. John
friends that you miss! Anyone can join
through video or through their phone.
We’ll continue to have Zoom Coffee Hour
every Sunday.
If you want to call in, dial +1 312-626-6799
and when prompted enter the meeting ID
847 0809 0469 followed by the # sign.
If you are joining with Zoom video via your
smartphone, tablet, or computer, here’s
the Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84708090469
All are welcome!
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Keeping Connected (Continued)
Mondays @ 7:00 P.M. St. John Check-In: Join
Pastor Michael and others for a check-in time to
chat, give support, and see familiar faces/hear
familiar voices. Whether you're stressed or the
stay-at-home order has been a breeze for you,
let's check in and talk about it! Everyone's welcome!
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95990649772
Meeting ID: 959 9064 9772

Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Meeting ID: 959 9064 9772
Tuesdays @ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study with Pastor
Michael. This isn't your typical Bible study! We
talk, laugh, read, and relate stories in the Bible
to our lives and what's happening in the world.
Right now we're reading in the Gospel of John.
If you would like to join by video, https://
zoom.us/j/742907702
Meeting ID: 742 907 702

If you'd like to call in by phone: +1 312 626 6799,
Meeting ID: 742 907 702

Graduates
Graduation Sunday: We are celebrating our 2020 graduates at St. John on Sunday, June 14! The end of
the school year did not turn out how anyone expected, so we want to make sure we celebrate the accomplishments of our graduates! We recognize high school, college, graduate/professional school, and
other certificate programs.

There are two options for graduates to be recognized:
1. Send us a picture and the following information: Your name, where you're graduating from, what
degree you're graduation with (if college, grad/prof. school or certificate program), what your future
plans are (if you want to share this).
2. Send us a video with you saying, "My name is _____________ and I graduated from _____________
High School/with a ____________ degree in _________________ from __________________. I'm
planning to _____________________." We'll put the information on the screen for the videos as well.
The deadline for submissions is Friday June 5. Please contact Pastor Michael if you have any questions.
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Keeping Connected (Continued)
St. John UCC Goes to the Movies: Thank you to Paris Donehoo, who lead discussions in April
and May about films and what they say about popular culture, worldview, and a Christian’s
place in it. The films that were discussed are listed below.

April 8—Star Wars

April 15—Driving Miss Daisy

April 29—Two episodes of the original Twilight Zone
TV series: “The Monsters Are Due on Maple
Street” (Season 1, Episode 22) & “Two” (Season 3,
Episode 1).

May 6 & 13—Messiah

May 20—Quartet

April 22—Sling Blade

May 27—The Hundred-Foot Journey
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Thank You to Director of Children’s Ministries,
Gabby Slonke!
June 14 is Gabby Slonke’s last Sunday as St. John’s
Director of Children’s Ministries. Gabby led our
Sunday the summer of 2015 and then became a
staff member in 2018. We have been thankful for
her leadership of St. John’s Sunday School program and her work with our children. Gabby has
been attending St. John since she was in first
grade, and we’ll still see her at church once we
are back at in-person worship. She has a degree
in Elementary Education with an endorsement in
Teaching English as a Second Language from
Elmhurst College and will be going into her second year as a fifth-grade teacher at Euclid Elementary School in Mt. Prospect. Gabby hopes to
pursue a Master of Education in Teacher Leadership at Elmhurst. We’re disappointed we cannot
celebrate Gabby with a coffee hour in her honor
at this time. While we’re sad to see Gabby leave
the position, we wish her well!

June 7 Buffalo Grove Drive Pride
Last year St. John had a group that walked in the first
Buffalo Grove Pride Parade. This year the parade has
been changed to be a Pride Drive, which means people can drive by different homes and see organizations
showing their support. Each organization was paired
with homeowners who volunteered their lawn. St.
John's site is 112 Weidner Rd. Buffalo Grove,
IL 60089. If weather doesn't cooperate, the event will
be moved to June 14. Here is a link to more information and the parade route: https://
www.pintaprideproject.com/pridedrive
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Faith Community Homes!
Give now to DOUBLE your donation to Faith Community Homes!
Faith Community Homes is still working! FCH families still need our help—now more than ever.
Here’s what we have been doing to help FCH families during this novel coronavirus crisis:
In April and May, Faith Community Homes provided additional rent subsidy to maintain stable housing for
families in the program, including 43 children ranging in age from 9 months to 19 years old.
FCH mentors and case managers continue to meet regularly with all families in our program via telephone
and video conference. Families discuss their immediate needs and the unique challenges facing them
and their children.

We continue to be there to help these families, and with your help, we can do even more.
How has COVID-19 affected the families of Faith Community Homes? Each family’s story is different:
I am still working, but my hours have been reduced and my overtime eliminated.
I want to work, but with schools and daycare closed, I must stay home with my children.
I provide direct patient care in a healthcare facility and face the stress of the virus every day.
I had to self-isolate for 14 days after being exposed to the coronavirus at work.
We live in a small place. Trying to navigate e-learning with the kids at home 24/7 is extremely challenging.
While no one in our immediate family has the virus, extended family members and friends do, and we are
nervous.
As you know, the coronavirus pandemic has created greater financial hardship for a growing number of families
who were barely getting by, even before the crisis. We hope to assist additional families with rent support and
mentoring to help them keep a roof over their heads. We have a hurdle to jump, though. Without the ability to
host our annual spring fundraising events, we need your immediate help!
Thanks to the generosity of several Faith Community Homes Board members, any donations will be doubled,
up to a total of $6,000! Your $50 donation turns into a $100 gift; your $100 donation turns into a $200 gift for
families in our community facing difficult circumstances.
To donate, mail a check to Faith Community Homes, 302 N. Dunton Ave., Arlington Heights IL 60004 or visit the
organization’s website, fchomes.org, and click on the “Donate” button.
Thank you for your support as we continue to inspire hope and change lives in our community.
Tim Wayman, Faith Community Homes Board Member
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Food Pantry Donations
The food pantry that our church supports at the Lutheran Church
of the Cross is accepting donations. If you would like to donate,
Paul Cochran is willing to pick up donations from your front porch.
The pick-up day is Tuesday and the food would need to be set out
by 9:00 A.M. Please contact Paul if you are interested
at pcochran48@comcast.net or 847-977-7698.

Stewardship Committee
The Stewardship Committee continues to meet via Zoom and had our third meeting last week.
We are so grateful for the supportive congregation who have continued to support St. John
during this difficult time.
There is an increase in electronic giving and text donations. Many donations are mailed or
dropped in the mail box on the front of the church. Our awesome staff has been paid during
this “stay in place” and your generosity has made this possible.
Due to the building being closed, we have lost income from the groups that had lease agreements and Village Preschool closing. Not knowing what the future held and deciding to pay
staff, we applied for the PPP loan, were approved, and received a check for $23,770 on May 1.
Due to your support - this is a loan that we can repay.
On June 28, a collection will be taken for Strengthen the Church and we thank you for contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing.
We are so blessed!
Judy Kriston, Cindy Giambarberee, Sharon Porter, Paul Thoms and Doug Petersen
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Letters to St. John
Contact Changes

If you have a change of
address or contact
information, please call
the office and let us
know!

Thank you to Martha
Mockaitis for making cloth
masks for our congregation! She's made almost
200! What a blessing and
gift to our congregation.
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Music Committee
Thanks to all of the musicians that were able to participate in the Music Appreciation Sunday service on May 17th. We are continuing to
record music videos for the Sunday service and will do so until we are
able to worship together again. A big thanks to Alberto Mantovano for
all of his hard work creating the Sunday worship videos.

Photos above from Jazz Concert by The Carl Kennedy Trio on February 22, 2020

Christian Education Committee
Our committee has hosted many fun events in the last few months. Our Trivia night last November
was a great success and we definitely hope to offer another one when circumstances allow. Our Advent night dinner and crafts was also enjoyed, as was the annual Tinsel Day performance. Pizza movie
night was well attended (photos below) and we look forward to enjoying these events together again
as soon as we safely can.
It is with great sadness that we realize this year’s Vacation Bible Camp and Fall Festival will likely have
to be canceled. We have discussed ways to stay connected as a community at this uncertain time.
Teacher Appreciation and Graduation Sundays will be celebrated during the on-line worship services.
We had our first Sunday School Zoom party, which all the children enjoyed, and hope to offer this every other Sunday. We will also be making videos of ourselves reading books, and we welcome any other
members to participate in this fun way to stay connected with our children and families!
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Financial Secretary Report
Thank you to everyone who continue to support the work of our church. While we remain behind our budgeted
numbers for receiving, we are doing very well because of the generosity of you, our members and friends. As a
reminder, there are three ways to give to St. John:
1. Through the US Mail. Yes, we are picking up mail daily and physically depositing donations into the
bank weekly.
2. Through our website. Just click on the “Donate” button and directions will be given. This giving is
through Vanco, a UCC recommended vendor, and is a secure site. Following directions, you can
designate a one-time donation, weekly, monthly, semi-monthly, etc. The donation comes directly
from your checking/savings account or you may use a credit card for payment.
3. Third way to donate is through texting. Using your cell phone, you punch in 833-910-2057, then your
dollar amount. This is done using a credit card.
Should you have any questions regarding donating to St. John, please call Janice at the office or you can call me at
847-258-3232 or text 847-624-1839 anytime. I have even had people drop off donations at my home!
Our members and friends are truly awesome, loving and giving. Thank you for continuing to support our church
community.
Lana Cochran
Financial Secretary

Middle School Youth Group
Great job at Feed My
Starving Children on
February 24, St. John
Middle School Youth
Group and parents!
Thank you for giving
your time to help the
hungry!
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Habitat for Humanity
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St. Hubert Job & Networking Ministry at St. John
The St. Hubert Job & Networking Ministry was held at St. John on February 15, 2020. Twentyone individuals participated in 20-minute one-on-one personal resume evaluations by HR professionals, search professionals, and career counselors, who provided suggestions and guidelines regarding the resumes. Individuals came from Arlington heights, Elgin, Lisle, Naperville,
Harwood Heights, Chicago, Elk Grove, Carpentersville, River Forest, Northbrook, Palatine, Hoffman Estates and Wheeling to participate in the program.

Sunday School Valentine’s Day Party
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Capital Campaign Asset Mapping Event

Photos above from Capital Campaign Community Asset Mapping event on January 29, 2020
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Update on St. John’s Capital Campaign—
20/20 Vision—Building a Vibrant Community
Dear St. John Members and Friends,
We know that these are unprecedented times for our world, country, communities, families and congregations.
Little did we know when we began the faithful, exciting and challenging work of a capital campaign that we
would be faced with a global pandemic. Despite all the changes that this pandemic has brought to our lives, we
know that our mission and ministry as a faith community begins with our own house of worship. Our sanctuary is
our holy space for worship and the place for our sacred rituals that give the milestones in our lives so much
meaning. Our common spaces and classrooms are also “little sanctuaries” for so many of the people we serve.
We knew when we began this capital campaign, that we were embarking on something larger than ourselves,
that we were preserving and improving our building for those we serve now and for those who will come after us.

We know many of you are wondering what will happen next with our capital campaign in these unpredictable
times. We have chosen, like our ancestors before us, to walk in faith. We will continue to walk forward, though
at a different pace than we expected. We are continuing to work with Partners for Sacred Places; they are indeed
our partners as they help to guide us, equip us with new tools, and keep the faith with us. We also plan to revisit
the project list once to determine if any priorities have changed or if new ones have emerged.
Over the past two years your Steering Committee and task forces have, with guidance from Partners, been hard
at work building the infrastructure for a successful campaign. Our campaign has brought about connections
within our congregation and our wider community to create new partnerships that expand and deepen our impact on our local community, which is essential to our mission and purpose. Our goal was to begin gathering
pledges in the summer months, but our timeframe will be delayed due to all that’s happening.
We are grateful to those members and friends in our congregation who have supported the campaign already
through their sharing of time, gifts of talent, experience and financial resources. Their commitment and generosity have built a strong foundation for the campaign that will make it, and our church, resilient in the face of uncertainty.
In these unpredictable times, we are confident in and lean on God’s goodness and care, just as our ancestors did
in their time. We encourage you to reach out to us with your questions and concerns and we will continue to
keep you aware of the thoughtful progress we are making.
Grace and peace to you,
Dave Landeweer, Chair
Paul Cochran, Co-Chair
Pastor Michael Jones
Barbara Blye
Ed Heiberger
Lori Martin
Blake Mosser
Sharon Porter
Molly Tashima
Tim Wayman
Janice Gilligan
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New Members Joined St. John on
March 1, 2020

Terri Browning

Terri Browning—The Browning family – Terri, Tori
and Evie moved to the area in 2016. Previously, they
lived in England and Texas. They are coming from the
Catholic church and are looking forward to becoming
active members at St. John. They were aware of St.
John, and decided to visit after the Buffalo Grove
Pride Parade, which Terri and Evie attended.
Terri grew up in Northern Kentucky. She's married to
Richard, whom she met while working in Texas, and
works at Northwest Community Hospital in outpatient registration. She also takes care of her mom,
who moved to the area two years ago. In her spare
time, Terri likes to read and is passionate about social
justice.

Tori Browning attends Hersey High School. She enjoys walking the family dog, Poppy, a greyhound,
reading and playing video games. Tori has Prader
Willi Syndrome and Autism.
Tori Browning

Evie Browning is a Sophomore at Hersey High
School. She is involved in many activities both in and
out of school, such as the speech team, math team
and band. You may see Evie at Thrown Elements
attending pottery lessons. During her free time, Evie
likes to read and keep up on current events.

Evie Browning
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New Members Joined St. John on
March 1, 2020
Helen Burris—When Helen’s husband was drafted into
the Army, they were stationed in Killeen, Texas, “Fort
Hood”. After service, they moved to Palatine, where
they spent many years. They then moved to Virginia
Beach to be by their son and his family. After a few
years, they moved to Lake Geneva, Wisconsin. After
Helen’s husband passed away, she came back to Palatine to be closer to family. Then she found her way back
to St. John UCC. She now lives in Arlington Heights and
is so happy and content.

Helen Burris

Glenda Kosulic—Glenda has lived in Palatine for 35
years with her husband, Larry. They have raised two
children, Kylie and Lawson. Larry recently retired, and
Glenda is still enjoying her job at the Palatine library.
Glenda and Larry enjoy the outdoors and love to travel.

Glenda Kosulic

Lisa Zwilling—Lisa Zwilling’s maiden name is Webb and
she grew up in Mt. Prospect. She is a former member of
South Church in Mt. Prospect and is excited about her
future with St. John. She lives in Rolling Meadows with
her husband, Laddie (short for Vladimir), who is deaf.
Lisa is fluent in American Sign Language, and they've
been married for 27 years.

Lisa Zwilling
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Contact Us

Staff

St. John United Church of
Christ
308 N. Evergreen Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL
60004

Rev. Michael D. Jones, Pastor – mjones@stjah.org

www.stjah.org
office@stjah.org

Linda Styzek, Pianist

facebook.com/
stjohnuccah twitter.com/
stjohnuccah
instagram.com/stjohnucc
Office: 847.255.6687
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Monday – Friday

Janice Gilligan, Church Administrator – office@stjah.org
Gabby Slonke, Director of Children’s Ministries – gslonke@stjah.org
Dr. J. Paul Cochran, Organist

Alberto Mantovano, Choir Director
Carin Zachar, Bell Director

ST. JOHN UCC OPEN & AFFIRMING STATEMENT
The congregation of St. John United Church of Christ rejoices that our
community of faith is strengthened by diversity. We declare ourselves to
be an open and affirming congregation, extending God’s extravagant
welcome to all people regardless of culture, economic status, age, sex,
ethnicity, race, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression,
marital status, or physical/mental condition. We invite everyone to join
our journey of faith and participate fully in the life of our congregation.

St. John United Church of Christ

PLEASE
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STAMP
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308 N. Evergreen Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
Phone: 847-255-6687
E-mail: office@stjah.org
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