We are a family of Christians raising children in Christian faith.

From Our Pastor

October 2020

Dear St. John,
Happy fall! Fall has always been my favorite season. Cooler temperatures,
beautiful color changes in the leaves, and yes, Halloween candy are my
favorite things about the fall season. That my birthday is in the fall may
also make me partial to the season.
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So yes, I’m tired of the pandemic. Yes, I’m fearful of sickness and what’s to
come. I’m worried about our country and the coming months. But, I’m also
hopeful. I believe God is still working even in the midst of chaos.
Fall is here and it will be unlike any other we’ve experienced.
Let’s make the most of it.
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Pastor Michael

From Our Moderator Connie Wayman
The current numbers regarding Covid-19 continue to be concerning. Considering those numbers and the upcoming flu season, St. John's Council doesn't feel comfortable reopening the
building for in-person worship at this time. The Council has given the go-ahead for outdoor
services, which begin on October 4, and we will continue to assess what's best for St. John.
Online worship videos will continue to be offered. Thank you for your support and patience.
The flu shot clinic held on Sunday, September 20th, at St. John was successful with 45 people
requesting shots. It was good to see a few masked faces in person instead of on Zoom. A
huge thank you to Alpina Patel at Jewel Osco Pharmacy for coordinating this effort.
Pastor Michael and our church committees are working on various ways to keep the congregation connected during this time. Please read your Weekly Update for the latest opportunities.
Thank you to Rev. Brittany Caine-Conley, Community & Congregational Relations Coordinator
from the Night Ministry, for her presentation during our virtual coffee hour on the 27 th.
As always, I want to thank all the committee members and staff who are continuing the work
of the church in unexpected ways during this pandemic.
Until next time,
Connie Wayman
________________________________________________________________________________

St. John Pet Blessing
You love your pets and we do, too! Bring your pet(s) to be blessed by Pastor Michael on Sunday, October 11, any time between 1:00 P.M. and 2:00 P.M. in St. John's west parking lot.
Please park in the west parking lot and Pastor Michael will be doing blessings by the west entrance to the church. Please wear a mask; Pastor Michael will be wearing one for safety.
Some guidelines:
-Pets must be kept on leashes or in crates.
-Pet “droppings” must be picked up by the pet’s human.
-If you are not comfortable bringing your pet, your pet is anxious around loud noises/unknown
people, or your pet can be aggressive, you are encouraged to bring a picture of your pet to be
blessed and leave your pet in the safety of their own home.

IN MEMORY: If you would like a prayer of
thanksgiving said for your deceased pet,
you are welcome to bring a picture to the
Pet Blessing or to email Pastor Michael a
picture and he will say a special prayer of
thanks for your pet if you cannot attend.
All pets are welcome!
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St. John October Outdoor Worship!
Beginning Sunday, October 4, St. John will be offering outdoor worship services at 10:00 A.M.
on Sundays. Our building is still closed and the St. John Council does not feel it is safe yet to
meet indoors, but the situation will be reassessed for November and December.
Outdoor worship will take place in the west parking lot. Please park in the south parking lot or
on the street. You can bring your own lawn chairs and we ask that you dress warmly. The services will last 30-45 minutes and social distancing will be required.
Holy Communion will be celebrated in a safe manner at all outdoor worship services.
We need to know if you are going to attend worship services in October and let us know if you
need a chair provided. Please RSVP to office@stjah.org or 847-255-6687.
Here are guidelines and other information for outdoor worship:
-Dress warmly.
-Wear a mask.
-Bring a lawn chair if you have one (if you do not we can provide chairs).
-Adhere to social distancing policies.
-Refrain from shaking hands, hugging, or touching others.
-Stay home if you are feeling unwell, have a fever, or have been tested for COVID-19 or exposed to someone who has tested positive.
-Stay home if you are at risk or feel unsafe.
-There will be no refreshments served.
-Outdoor worship will be cancelled if it is raining.
We look forward to seeing you outside for worship in October!
St. John will still be providing worship videos online every Sunday.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Treasurer’s Report
Through the generosity of our congregation, donations through August are $170,780, including $6,000 in memorial donations. Donations are 3% better than budgeted.
Space usage and parking are $11,000 less than budget due to Covid-19 restrictions. We expect space usage for the full year to be less than budget by $17,000-$23,000.
Total expenses are running about $22,000 under budget due to Covid-19 restrictions.
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Sunday Morning Worship Services Online

We continue to offer videos of Sunday morning worship services online. If you are on St. John’s email list,
you should receive a link every Sunday morning to the worship service.
Here’s how to find the worship service:
1. Check your email if you’re on the St. John email list on Sunday morning and there should be a link to the
worship video for that Sunday.
2. Go to our website – www.stjah.org – and scroll down on the homepage and you’ll see our worship videos.
3. Go to our Vimeo page – vimeo.com/stjah – where you will find past sermons/worship videos and the
most current video. If you check this page on a Sunday morning the new worship video will be there.
Go to our St. John’s Facebook page – https://www.facebook.com/stjohnuccah/ – and you will find the
video shared on Sunday mornings.
________________________________________________________________________________________

Holy Communion at St. John
There are multiple ways to celebrate communion with St. John during the pandemic:
1. October Outdoor Worship Services
2. Drive-Up Communion—Please see time and location changes.
Drive-Up Communion will now be held on Evergreen Avenue at the front double-doors.
You are welcome to pull up to the curb.
Sunday, October 4th, 9:00 A.M. to 9:45 A.M.
Tuesday, October 13th, 3:00 P.M. to 4:00 P.M.
Sunday, October 18th, 9:00 A.M. to 9:45 A.M.
3. Home Communion Visits
If you are unable to attend Drive-Up Communion and would like to receive Communion, please contact the
office (office@stjah.org / 847-255-6687). Pastor Michael is available for socially-distanced visits. He'll be
wearing a mask and visiting outside would be preferable.
4. Communion in Video Worship
Holy Communion will now be celebrated in our Sunday worship videos every first and third Sunday of the
month. You are welcome to participate by taking Communion in your home.
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October PADS Update
We want to share with all our volunteers the newly completed plan for the PADS program running
October 1, 2020 thru April 2021.
This coming year, there are no churches that will be open to guests. The impact of COVID-19 on
the volunteer pool and physical layouts of churches in the program made it impossible to open for
guests even at a reduced capacity. The great news is Journeys has secured the funding to continue
to house the guests in hotels. Journeys have been coordinating guests in hotels since late March.
This program has worked very well with just a handful of positive COVID-19 tests to date and all
who tested positive have recovered fully.
Journeys has secured funding to cover the hotel costs through the end of 2020 and are now applying for funding to cover the costs necessary to run through April 2021. At this point in time, Journeys is cautiously optimistic funding will be secured for the first four months of 2021.
Journeys will continue to rely on groups / organizations to provide food to the guests daily. They
are anticipating 90 +/- guest nightly split between two different hotels. Journeys would like
groups / organizations to take at least one hotel on a given day. Our Site Leadership would like to
continue to support the program this way. We will keep the Thursday coverage and provide the
breakfast / lunch bags each morning and hot dinners in the evening. We will plan to cover the
meals for 45 to 50 guests each week, or one hotel. We have received donations for breakfast and
lunch items and have volunteers to package and deliver lunches and dinners weekly.
For now, we will have to buy these dinners. The real need is financial support to help cover the
costs of the dinners we will need to order. We try to keep the costs at about $10 per person, and
we are supporting local businesses in the process. If you are moved to help with costs for dinners,
please send your support to:
Jeff Pattee
523 East Princeton Street
Palatine, IL. 60074
Please make checks payable to Congregational UCC – Pads Account
Hopefully as the season moves on, we can return to dinners made by our volunteers and assembled at the Church for delivery.
Thank you for your continued belief in the PADS program. We all look forward to the day when
we can reopen the church and host guests on site once again.
Site 18 Leadership Team.

Thank you to those of you who have supported the PADS guests over the last several months with
food, delivery, prayer and more. We are happy to share with you that St. John will continue to
serve guests on the second Thursday of each month beginning in October. In the interest of continuing to do all that we can to keep one another safe, we have a small team from St. John
meeting on Wednesday evenings and Thursday mornings to pack and deliver breakfasts and lunches. We are fortunate to have a surplus of items donated already for our lunches. If that changes,
please know we will ask for your support. Should you want to contribute to the cost of dinners,
see the letter above. Again, thank you for your continued support of our PADS guests.
Kathy and Michelle
5

Keeping Connected
Sundays @ 11:00 A.M. St. John Virtual Coffee
Hour! We're inviting you to join in on discussion
to see familiar faces and hear familiar voices of
all of your St. John friends that you miss! Anyone
can join through video or through their phone.
We’ll continue to have Zoom Coffee Hour every
Sunday.
If you want to call in, dial +1 312-626-6799 and
when prompted enter the meeting ID 847 0809
0469 followed by the # sign.
If you are joining with Zoom video via your
smartphone, tablet, or computer, here’s the
Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84708090469
Mondays @ 11:00 A.M. St. John Check-In: Join
Pastor Michael and others for a check-in time to
chat, give support, and see familiar faces/hear
familiar voices. Whether you're stressed or the
stay-at-home order has been a breeze for you,
let's check in and talk about it! Everyone's welcome!

All are welcome!

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/95990649772
Meeting ID: 959 9064 9772
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
Meeting ID: 959 9064 9772
Tuesdays @ 10:00 A.M. Bible Study with Pastor
Michael. This isn't your typical Bible study! We
talk, laugh, read, and relate stories in the Bible
to our lives and what's happening in the world.
Right now we're reading in the Gospel of John.

If you would like to join by video, https://
zoom.us/j/742907702
Meeting ID: 742 907 702
If you'd like to call in by phone: +1 312 626 6799,
Meeting ID: 742 907 702
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October 2020 Calendar
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4 Online Worship
9AM-Drive-Up Communion
10AM-Outdoor Worship
11AM-St. John Virtual
Coffee Hour

5
6
11AM-St.
10AM-Bible Study
John Check-In 7PM-Spiritual Life
Committee Meeting

7 6PMConfirmation Class
7PMConversations on
Race

8

9

10

11 Online Worship
10AM-Outdoor Worship
11AM-St. John Virtual
Coffee Hour
1PM-St. John Pet Blessing
4PM-FCH Fundraiser

12
13
11AM-St.
10AM-Bible Study
John Check-In 3PM-Drive-Up
Communion
7PM-Council Meeting

14
7PMConversations on
Race

15

16

17

18 Online Worship
9AM-Drive-Up Communion
10AM-Outdoor Worship
11AM-Capital Campaign Virtual Town Hall

19
20
11AM-St.
10AM-Bible Study
John Check-In 7PM-Stewardship
Committee Meeting

21 6PMConfirmation Class
7PMConversations on
Race

22

23

24
1PMPumpkin
Carving

25 Online Worship
10AM-Outdoor Worship
11AM-St. John Virtual
Coffee Hour

26
27
11AM-St.
10AM-Bible Study
John Check-In

28 7PMConversations on
Race

29

30

31 Happy
Halloween

Please Note: Online Worship is via Vimeo video; St. John Virtual Coffee Hour, St. John Check-In, Bible Study,
Conversations on Race and all committee meetings are via Zoom conference call.

Food Pantry Donations
The food pantry that our church supports at the Lutheran Church of the Cross is accepting donations. If you would like to donate, Paul Cochran is willing to pick up donations from your
front porch. The pick-up day is Tuesday and the food would need to be set out by 9:00 A.M.
Please contact Paul if you are interested at pcochran48@comcast.net or 847-977-7698.
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Letters to St. John

8

Faith Community Homes presents Giving Hope

Faith Community Homes presents Giving Hope, a Virtual Fundraiser
Faith Community Homes annual fundraiser, Giving Hope, will be held virtually this year via Zoom. The
charity's mission to help northwest suburban families achieve financial stability and independence
through mentoring, rental assistance, and support services based on each family's needs has never
been more important. The event will take place on Sunday, October 11, from 4:00-4:45pm.
Tickets are not required, but registration through the Faith Community Homes website
(www.fchomes.org) is appreciated. Registrants will receive a Zoom link and instructions via email.
Those who register in advance and are present will be eligible to win a drawing for a valuable raffle
prize at the end of the program.
The event will be live-streamed via Zoom and hosted by FCH Board members Jane Drezen and Tim
Wayman. Highlights will include video tributes by the mayors of Arlington Heights and Palatine and an
interview with Alan Krashesky, anchorman for ABC7 News Chicago. The program will also include a
report from FCH staff about the challenges FCH families are facing during the COVID-19 crisis. There
will be an online auction and "Fund the Need" appeal accessible four days prior to the event through
the end of the program. Make sure to register to ensure that you receive a link for the auction prior to
the event.
While the pandemic has been difficult for all of us, many low-income families in the northwest suburbs
have endured great hardships over the past few months. Please help Faith Community Homes raise
$50,000 for in-need families by participating in this first-time virtual event.
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Little Girls Peanut Blossoms Recipe
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Stewardship Committee
The stewardship committee has continued to meet via Zoom. We have been able to keep our
church up and running due to the generous contributions from our faithful members. The
committee is working on the 2021 pledge theme. The committee chairs and stewardship are
working on the 2021 budgets.
Stewardship Committee,
Judy Kriston, Cindy Giambarberee, Paul Thoms, Doug Petersen and Sharon Porter

Music Committee
We are continuing to record music videos. We’ve added more instrumentals. We’ll have a
limited Bell Choir.

Christian Education Committee
We will be offering an online Sunday school program starting in October. The program will be
geared towards our kindergarten through 5th grade children. The Christian Education Committee looks forward to presenting this program to our kids!! Program details to follow.

St. John Joke Book
Many months ago we started collecting jokes for a St. John Joke Book (instead of a church
cookbook, which any old congregation can do). When the pandemic hit, that project got sidelined in favor of more pressing issues. However, as the crisis drags on, and as so many serious
problems bombard us every day, perhaps we need laughter now more than ever. So let’s revive the effort to make one another giggle, chortle, chuckle, hoot, and guffaw. Dust off your
funny bone and send in your jokes. Jokes about religion, church, family, work, school, politics,
doctors, lawyers, or any other topic (well…almost any other
topic) are welcome. We will also accept knock knock jokes,
light bulb jokes, cross the road jokes, yo mama jokes, riddles,
puns, and one-liners. Email your submissions to Paris Donehoo at parisdonehoo@yahoo.com. For those who don’t do
email, just write the joke on paper and mail it to Paris at
1022 S. Church Road, Mt. Prospect, 60056. The cost of the
book, and where the proceeds will go, will be determined
later.

Contact Changes
If you have a change of address or contact information, please call the office and
let us know!
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St. John Baptism

Chase Matthew Pecora, son of Scott & Catherine Pecora, September 13, 2020

Baptism
On September 13, 2020, we welcomed the family of Chase Matthew Pecora (born June 23,
2020), son of Scott & Catherine Pecora, along with godparents Christopher Dawson and Cara
Selig.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Capital Campaign
Special Zoom Town Hall Meeting - Capital Campaign
Many have been wondering whether or not St. John is still moving forward with its Capital
Campaign. We are! The Capital Campaign Steering Committee has been meeting continually
this year and we are happy to announce a Special Zoom Town Hall Meeting on Sunday, October
18, 2020. At this meeting, we’ll present 1) the case statement for our campaign, 2) projects
and estimated costs, 3) a timeline for the campaign, and 4) drawings of and work that’s about
to begin in the sanctuary. We hope you’ll join in for this important Zoom meeting!
The Zoom information is below:

Special Zoom Town Hall Meeting – Capital Campaign
Sunday, October 18, at 11:00 A.M.
Join Zoom Meeting by video:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84708090469
Meeting ID: 847 0809 0469
Dial by your location:
+1 312-626-6799 (Chicago)
Meeting ID: 847 0809 0469 followed by the # sign.
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Pumpkin Carving

To sign up via SignUpGenius, click on the link below:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904044ba4a923aa8-pumpkin
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October Birthdays
Day
4th
5th
7th
12th
14th
15th

Faith McNaney
Robert Rost
Gus Tashima
Anna Marie Slonke
Lindsey Herazy & Brendan Kave
Hannah Hong, Nancy Riley & Dave Tashima

16th
17th
18th

Ellen Burkhardt
Mark Santi
Cathy Pecora

19th
20th
24th
25th
27th

Frank W. Styzek
Judy Kriston & Steven Landeweer
Harris Brinson, Dorothy Esmail & Jennifer Riley
David Pump, Gail Tiedel & Deborah Wittmeyer
Lorraine Grupe & Rachel Martin

29th

Jean Frost

30th

Joel Martin

31st

Gianna Buske

Welcome Baby Ethan!
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Congratulations to Pastor Michael, Blake, Paige and Lucia, as
they welcomed the arrival of baby Ethan into their home on August 24. Ethan was born on July 13.

Congratulations to
Kate Alexander & Sarah Pressly!
On August 8, our former seminary intern, Kate, was married at St. John! Pastor Michael coofficiated. Kate and Sarah invited close family to attend their wedding in person and invited
many more to attend via Zoom. Kate has been approved for ordination in Connecticut and is
currently searching for a pastoral position. She and Sarah currently live in Evanston. We’re so
happy for them and wish them well in their marriage!

Congratulations Kate & Sarah!

Neighbors in Need (NIN) Offering
The Neighbors in Need (NIN) Offering, which we will receive
on October 4, is a special mission offering of the United
Church of Christ that supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States. One-third of NIN
funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC's
Justice and Witness Ministries (JWM) to support a variety of
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants. NIN grants are
awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities. These
grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to community organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice. This year, special consideration will be given to projects
focusing on serving our immigrant neighbors and communities.
NIN contributions can be made on-line or by personal check. Online contributions can be
made anytime on the St. John website at www.stjah.org. Please choose "Other" and label
"NIN". If you contribute by personal check, please write "Neighbors In Need" in the memo.
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Contact Us

Staff

St. John United Church of
Christ
308 N. Evergreen Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL
60004

Rev. Michael D. Jones, Pastor – mjones@stjah.org

www.stjah.org
office@stjah.org

Alberto Mantovano, Choir Director

facebook.com/
stjohnuccah twitter.com/
stjohnuccah
instagram.com/stjohnucc
Office: 847.255.6687
Office Hours:
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Monday – Friday

Janice Gilligan, Church Administrator – office@stjah.org
Dr. J. Paul Cochran, Organist
Linda Styzek, Pianist

Carin Zachar, Bell Director

ST. JOHN UCC OPEN & AFFIRMING STATEMENT
The congregation of St. John United Church of Christ rejoices that our
community of faith is strengthened by diversity. We declare ourselves
to be an open and affirming congregation, extending God’s extravagant welcome to all people regardless of culture, economic status,
age, sex, ethnicity, race, sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression, marital status, or physical/mental condition. We invite
everyone to join our journey of faith and participate fully in the life of
our congregation.

St. John United Church of Christ
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